hernias; tumours and cysts and cardiospasm. The detailed and authoritative descriptions of the excisional operations of the oesophagus are excellent. The replacement procedures are fully dealt with, and just praise is awarded to some of the Japanese pioneers in this field.
This book is highly recommended to those surgeons who specialize in surgery of the oesophagus, to those surgeons interested in surgery of the alimentary tract, their chief assistants or senior residents and to postgraduates studying for the higher degrees in surgery.
It should receive a special place of honour in the libraries of medical societies, teaching and large general hospitals, clinics and the offices of all those interested in the recent advances in surgery.
RODNEY MAINGOT

Consultant Surgeon Royal Free Hospital
Transactions ofthe American Philosophical Society 68, part 1, 1978: Crowner's Quest T R Forbes pp 52 $6 Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society 1978 This carefully researched, 50 page monograph from Yale University Medical School, should prove of interest to a wide range of discerning intellects. The origins of the office of Coroner and the development of Coroners' Law and practice over a period of some eight hundred years in England and Wales are authoritatively explored and together with an analysis of some six thousand inquests held in London between 1788 and 1829 make fascinating reading. The sections dealing with deaths from natural disease and from occupational and nonoccupational accidents all reflect the poor social conditions of the period. Drink, lack of safety precautions at work and a high infant mortality (especially amongst illegitimate infants farmed out to foundling homes -four fifths of whom died) provide constant themes. Of the 6351 persons whose deaths were subjected to inquisitions, 941 (14.8°0 ) were adjudged to have committed suicide and almost half of these (48.3°0) hanged themselves -though probably the low position (3.4~0) of drowning in the suicidal methods table is due to many open verdicts on badly decomposed corpses recovered from the Thames being returned for want of evidence. It is sobering to read that it was not until 1823 that the law officially ended the practice of burying the remains of those who committed suicide, transfixed by a stake under a public highway and even then it decreed that the burial of such remains in a churchyard should bebetween 9:00 and midnight! In a last section dealing with the medical man and the Coroner's inquest, the author traces the gradually increasing use of reputable medical men of the calibre of John Hunter, Percival Pott, Astley
Cooper and Sir William Blizard to perform postmortem examinations and provide reports for the Coroner, a custom much facilitated by the passage of an Act in 1837 which enabled the coroner to remunerate such experts for the first time. Professor Forbes has performed a signal service to Coroners, historians, lawyers, sociologists and indeed to thinking man in general, by the production of this excellent little book.
ALAN USHER
Consultant Pathologist Home Office
Measles Virus and its Biology. K B Fraser & S J Martin pp 249 £9.80 London: Academic Press 1978 Apart from the first chapter on the clinical and epidemiological aspects of measles the disease, this book is written primarily for the virologist and covers comprehensively most of what is known about the measles virus. The subject has been broadly divided into two, the first half concerned with the biological characteristics, structural components, their functions and the growth cycle of measles virus; the second half with aspects of the behaviour of measles virus which are currently of such interest, its neuropathogenicity and the various immunological processes which may lie behind the development of such diseases as subacute sclerosing panencephalitis. The content of each chapter is clearly indicated which makes it easy to use as a reference book and the critical evaluation of published works in every section will be most helpful to anyone coming new to the subject. Each chapter ends with a summary of the substance of the text indicating areas of doubt and pointing the way to future experimental work. This book draws together all the important areas of measles virology and besides being a book every virologist will want on his shelf it will be essential reading for those who teach virology and for the bright student who could well be encouraged to work with this virus system which still has much to tantalize.
M s PEREIRA
Director, Virus Reference Laboratory Central Public Health Laboratory
Comparative Clinical Haematology R KArcher & L B Jeffcott (ed) pp 737 £25 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific 1978 This book is the work of 14 authors from a number of disciplines. The 15 chapters deal primarily with the haematology of individual species with particular reference to man and domestic mammals. One chapter is devoted to 'exotic' mammals (mainly zoo species) and another covers rats, mice and marmosets. Birds are allotted 2 chapters, one on normal haematology and the other on the pathology and pathogenesis of the avian leucosis complex. There are two introductory chapters, one on the nature of blood and the other on haematological investigation. There is also a lengthy, though valuable, contribution on technical methods. The references are extensive (80 pages in all) and provide the reader with a most useful bibliography. There are many tables and a number of photographs, none of which, alas, is in colour. This is an impressive publication which, despite its price, can be recommended to medical and veterinary haematologists and to laboratory workers. The main criticism is that it is not a truly 'comparative' approach. Reptiles and fish are mentioned briefly and incompletely in the chapter on technical methods and are not discussed elsewhere. A chapter on lower vertebrate haematology, if included, would have been of particular value. The contribution on birds is, as the author admits, based mainly upon the fowl; as a result of this, recent work on other avian species is ignored. The chapter on avian leucosis might well have been replaced by such material. Nevertheless this book is a courageous and largely successful attempt to bring together previously scattered data on the haematology of a number of species. This work is a multiple author volume edited by Professor Arger of the University of Pennsylvania and includes many leading experts in the field of ophthalmology and ophthalmic radiology amongst the contributors. The aim of the book is to provide physicians with the information necessary to provide the best possible care for patients with orbital problems. Like many multiple author works, it suffers from some unevenness both in the length of Contribution and quality. Plain X-ray changes and computerized tomography of the orbit are now the dominant investigations in orbital disease. These investigations are given rather less prominence in the text than are angiographic studies (carotid arteriography and orbital venography) which are now only' required in selected patients. There are also some omissions. There is no chapter on dacryocystography or on the localization of foreign bodies in the eye by radiography, for example. These are surely needed in a textbook of Ophthalmic radiology.
The standard of illustration of the work is excellent, and one would particularly pick out the Contributions of Dr Jacqueline Vignaud and her Colleagues in this respect: the chapter on the external carotid supply to the orbit is quite superb, both in text and illustration, though perhaps an over-elaboration in a textbook of this size.
In short, this is a work of mixed quality with many excellent contributions. It would appeal most to the specialist radiologist or ophthalmologist but is too unbalanced to be recommended as a primer on the subject for the trainee.
